Greendale People’s Community Church
25 Francis Street
Worcester, MA 01606

RETURN SERVICEREOUESTED

Time Sensitive
Please Do Not Delay

Telephone: 508-852-7727
E-mail: office@greendalepeopleschurch.org
Website: www.greendalepeopleschurch.org

Where Christ is central and diversity is cherished.

NON-PROFIT ORG.
US POSTAGE
PAID
PERMIT NO. 248
WORCESTER, MA

'~ DECEMBER 2011

The one who forgives ends the quarrel
Jewish

For me this has always been the Christmas message. In the birth, life and teachings of Jesus we
T A ¥y Rs fgvBn@ss and the end of the quarrel between the creator and the creation. The past
is over and the future is now ours to claim in generosity and forgiveness.

There are those who believe that the responsibility of an Interim Minister is to open tte

wounds of the past and to work them out and bring them to some magical resolution. If | have a
wound and | leave it alone and forget about it, it seems to heal over on its own. Yes, it leaves a
little scar but the scar is a memory of the wound ndte wound itself. If on the other hand | keep
taking the scab off and looking at the wound then the healing takes longer and the scar is larger. |
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To say that | will forgive but not forget is in reality saying | will not forgivewill hold this against

you forever, is not a form of forgiveness. They say that we do not remember pain. You look at a
scar and you remember the event that caused the scar but you do not relieve the pain that went
with the event. We always have the meony of past events We do not have to always carry the
pain of those events.

Most of us have a childhood scar. It is from a fall, a cut, a scrape of some sort or other.
Remember what mother told you at the time. Just get over it. You did and now ya tzardly
remember how you got that scar. The scar is a memory but the pain is long forgotten.

As your Interim Minister, | have no interest in opening old wounds. | know there are always scars.
When we forgive, the quarrel ends and we can get on withrdives. Mother, in this case, was
right, you can just get over it.

This Christmas season let us receive the gift of forgiveness and let us give the gift of forgiveness
and feel the joy of seeing the quarrels of our life melt away.

C. Ronald Wilso
Interim Minister
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION/YOUTH GROUP NEWS

PROGRESSING INTO THE NEW YEAR

As you may have heard, the youth group is planning to ring in 2012 together at an
overnight New Year's party, here at the church. We will be combining it with our
annual New Year's Progressive Dinner event. Rather than have kids on the roads on
such a night in order to drive to your homes, we would like to request some gracious and
generous souls to bring our three-course dinner (at various intervals in the evening)
here to the church and celebrate with us. We need a "Coke-tails" (appetizer) course, a
Main course and a Dessert. Please speak to Jenn if you're interested in helping in this
way. We still need people to provide all three courses. Thank you!

MANY THANKS!

The youth group raised $327 during their Bread fundraiser on November 20th! Thanks
to everyone for buying us out and for your generous spirits! The youth are hoping to
have greater participation at the annual ICCC conference in July, and your support will
help us to do that and increase our own church's presence at that event. Thank you!

SUNDAY SCHOOL ROTATION #3
Our new rotation starting Sunday, January 15th, is called MY SO-CALLED FAMILY
and is about the twin brothers of the Old Testament, Jacob and Esau. (If you're
wondering what's happening on January 8th, don't worry--we'll still have Sunday
school. Stay tuned for information about that day.)

All of our rotations are unique and exciting, but this one promises to be more unique
and exciting than ever. The curriculum states, "The children will examine family issues
such as hard feelings, lies, conflict resolution and trust and realize that God can help
with their family relationships. This rotational unit is not just for kids. The focus is on
the family & then and now. A fun and meaningful FAMILY ACTIVITY is scheduled for
the WHOLE FAMILY. Through a Ropes Course challenge in the Ropes Course
Workshop, family units work together on building family trust, faith, communication
and respect for each other." So get ready to celebrate your children and your entire
family--together!

In the meantime, we will, as always, need workshop teachers. The workshops for this
rotation are: Art, Drama, Ropes Course, Science, Storytelling, and Ask the Expert (you
don't actually have to be an expert!). Please speak to Jenn about your willingness to
help out with these fun units.
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Baptisms to be celebrated here at Greendale Peo pl eds

Cadence Marie Doty 12/23/2011
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Reuben Belles 11/3/2011
Gunhilde P. Adams 11/5/2011
Paul A. Fahlstrom 11/9/2011
CarlWi 'l i am oBill 6
Dorothy E. Akerson 11/14/2011
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Gr eendal e Céanmumty Ghdrch Annual Turkey Shoot

The Diaconate wishes to thank everyone for makingthis y ear 6 s
Shoot 6 a very successful event. A t
familiesin need. Thankyou, Denni s QChua/ / ey

Community

Jernstrom 11/ 12/ 20!
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Mark your calendars!
An ecumenical Music Presentation of
oChristmas -&boon¢d 8 Wi hg be held
Zion Lutheran Church on Sunday, December 11 ™ at 5PM.
All are invited to participate. All are invited to attend
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"Spirit of Giving" at Shaw's Gold Star Blvd.

Shaw's will be running a program called "Spirit of Giving" now through Christmas. All donations

collected from this program will benefit the GPC Food Pantry!

Three levels of brown pr emade shopping bags full of items will be for sale. ~ You can purchase a
$5.00 bag which contains 8 items; a $10.00 bag which contains 12 items; or a $15.00 bag which
contains 16 items.

We are grateful for the generosity of our friends at Shaw's for once again helping the

GPC Food Pantry.

at



/™ Christmas Memorial Poinsettia

If you would like to memorialize or honor a loved one this Christmas Season pleEasgaehen this
officeno later tharmhursday December3¥. Cost per poinsettia planfi@0®. Checks should be made
payabletothechuach d wr i t e AChr i st Pease printllegibhebelesvd on me mi

In Honor/Memory of
(Please circle one)

Your name
A Messaqe from Special PrOieCtS (As you wish it to appear in the bulletin)
The Projects Committee would like to express our sincere appreciation to--al-who--—————————-
supported our Holiday Fair. Dondt Forget!

OurChristmas Pageaist being heltdisweekend.
Special Projects will be selling wreaths, centerpieces, bows and other Christmas iter
during and after the performances and atWéorisbth secds on Sunday.

To all those who purchased items, donated items, baked goodies, made can@jd our Winter Magic Craft Show is Basirday December ¥Grom9-3.
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endless jars of jams and jellies and donated turkeys, we Thank You so much!!!

To all who chaired a table, we Thank You for your ticreag¥Wioytand your
beautiful presentations. To all who were table helpers, we Thank You.

Angel Tree
el Tree has been set up in the Friendship Room. We have 88 children
=¥ach tag lists the name of a child, their age, and what is on their wish
list. We are asking that the gifts be returned, wrapped with the Angel tag
To our special kitchen crew who provided bowlsusf dedizzder, stew, lobster attached by December 13, 2011. Please sign the book at the tree adjacent to
and chicken salad rolls, it was a culinary delight for everyone to enjoy. We THangiftlea number you  selected and please provide your telephone number. If

A vey special Thanks to our greeter who welcomed everyone on Friday and Sajjirda
To those who set up and took down tables and transported tables from the bovgﬂigq,
to upstairs, a huge Thank You!!

for all of your hard work! you have any questions, please see Michel
. . . Thank you!
On Frlday evenlng Our turkey dlnner Was a tremendous SuCCeSS. TO a” Whom@p@ gcd****‘k*********************** *kkkkkkkkkhkkhhkhhkkhhkhkhhkkhhhhhhikk

this delicious meal, toehsko set up, served, cleaned up, we are so appreciative. BABY BOOMERS CHRISTMAS PARTY/YANKEE SWAP

To the young people from our Youth Group who did such a terrific job of supporting th&| are welcome to join the Baby Boomers for their annual

requirements of the kitchen, Thank You so much!! Christmas Party/Yankee Swap, on December 17th at 5:30.

Congratulations to all who participated in th@rfgredrdeavor. The resulthis It will be a Pot Luck with a $15.00 Yankee Swap.
time are curren$ly4,027.07! The cost is $3.00 for paper goods/beverages.

Sincerely, Dot Christo, Deb Parks and Projects Committee .............h:'.rlt?.r?.sfe.)(j’.??f].t??t. P.e.kl Hackettat5088560636
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~ PROTO 4 POT LUCK CHRISTMAS PARTY
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 18 t at 12:30pm

In lieu of gifts, please bring $5 food value for our Food Pantry.

+++++++++

Christmas Tree Lot Volunteer Coverage Schedule

A Note from the Christmas Tree Committee

Christmas Tree Sales began November 26th. Please volunteer and sign up to help sell
trees at the Stop + Shop lot continuing through December until all trees are sold.
Sign-up sheet will be in Fisher Hall and in Church Office during the week. Please
arrive by 9 AM. Many hands make the task easier. Your support is vital to this major
fund raiser. Thank you all for your support.
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IF YOU EVE R WANTED TO GET YOUR POINT ACROSS
Veteran children's sermon -givers can tell you that most of the time when the
kids are up front for the children's moment, they're actually listening . We'd
like to increase our pool of perspectives and voices making a posit ive impact on
our children. If you haven't wanted to take on the commitment of a Sunday
school workshop but would be interested in reaching out to the children in some
way, or if you've even just wondered if you might have something to say to
them, please join Jenn Grosser, Tim Wilder and our veteran Children's
"Sermonizers" for a Children's Moment Workshop on Sunday, January 15th, at
11.30 a.m., in the Lower Level Conference Room. Contact Jenn in advance with
any questions, or just show up!
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those of you who receive the LINK via emaithese envelopes will bevailable for

you in the back of the Chapel and in the Narthex
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Save the Date!
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What does this mean? We are all about CHAIRS that night!
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interesting for the buyers who will bid for these chairs at our LIVE and SILENT auction

night in January!

We are looking forward to a FUN EVENING EVENT to break up the January blahs!...Do you
have a chair that you would like to enter into the auction?...Would you like a chair to
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ideas you may come up with!
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Questions?...contact Deb Richards, Anne Kruse, Dot Christo or Betsy Converse. Thank you!
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Mustard Seed Cookies

The Diaconate is asking for all of your yummy holiday cookies again for Mustard
Seed!!! Hard to believe it is that time of year again. Please ha  ve your cookie
donations in the kitchen by Monday morning, December 12 ™. The Diaconate will
gather that evening to bag these treats to hand out to those we serve at the
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